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Auriculariales

The best-known of the Auriculariales is Auricidaria, the ear fungus,
which grows on decaying wood (Fig. 747). The fruit bodies have some-
what the shape of an ear; hence the name. They are very variable in
size, dark brown in color, gelatinous when moist, and leathery when dry.
The basidia are borne in a hymenium. They are transversely septate into'

FIG. 749. Puccinia graminis
Left, section of a pycnium (x 600); right, development of spermatia.
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four cells, each of which, typically, gives rise to a filament terminating in
a basidiospore (Fig. 746). Auncularia is edible, and when cooked has a
good flavor and consistency. It is much used and highly prized by the
Chinese, and is often an important constituent of chop suey. In the
Auriadariales we again find a series of forms leading from very simple
indefinite fructifications to the regular fruit bodies of AttncwZana. In
some of them there are clamp connections which indicate a relationship to
the Eubasidiomycetes.